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The Almassera Vella Estate

Just 15 kilometres inland 
from Villajoyosa, on the 
Costa Blanca, lies the 
ancient village of Relleu. 
The Almàssera Vella – the 
Old Olive Press – served 
Relleu and the surrounding 
villages from the 19th 
century until 1988, when 
it ceased trading. The 
building fell into disrepair, 
although the original cold 
press mill and the press 
itself remained intact. The 
building was purchased in 
1999 and completely rebuilt 
on fresh foundations with 

a steel frame. The new 
building occupies the same 
footprint as the original, 
but was re-orientated to 
take advantage of the 
panoramic views of Relleu’s 
10th century castle, the 
‘Ermita’/village chapel and 
the surrounding Sierras – 
from Cabezo d’Or to Sierra 
Grana. The architect was 
commissioned to provide 
a strong, functional, wholly 
modern house but with a 
design that respected its 
former use.
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The main house, whose elevations are coloured indigo in 
recognition of the vernacular style of the area, evolved as 
a centre enabling occasional residential cultural courses. 
The wholly open-plan middle floor provides space for 
various workstations and currently services a library, office, 
cloakroom and a generous reception area and deep loggia.

The ground floor kitchen was designed to comfortably 
accommodate cookery demonstrations, as well as being an 
efficient working kitchen capable of servicing twelve guests 
or more. It has a separate larder/pantry and internal store, as 
well as an outside utility area and cloakroom. 

The dining room features a pine table that comfortably seats 
14, together with a superb antique china and glass cabinet, 
which was originally the show-case for a pharmacy in India.

This floor’s character is dominated by the original 19th 
century twin-coned olive mill – a substantial sculptural object 
and the true heart of the house. The original olive press is 
also preserved to provide a discreet room divider.
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The top floor comprises three double bedrooms enjoying valley 
views, two with en suite bathrooms, and two further double 
bedrooms, one with en suite shower-room. There is an additional 
shower room on the landing. 

Although designed with the residential courses in mind, the 
bedrooms are proportioned and arranged as for a comfortable 
family house.

There have been some 96 courses since 2002 and numerous 
writers have stayed on retreat.

Both kitchen and dining area have double doors opening to the 
wide and extensive two level terrace, which features a swimming 
pool. This was designed to accommodate space for artists to work 
and/or yoga practice. It is in full sunshine from midday to sunset.

A pathway was constructed to wind down the two stone-fronted 
bancals/cultivation terraces to the lower almond orchard where fig, 
pomegranate and citrus trees also grow.
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Soon after arriving in the village, the owners 
extended the Almàssera Vella property to protect 
the surrounding environment and to increase the 
general accommodation. Additional elements 
comprise:

Mare de Deu 69

Acquired in 2003. A village house directly 
opposite the Almàssera, number 69 was 

completely renovated with completion in 2004. It 
essentially provides a three-bedroomed cottage plus 
a two-bedroomed self-contained flat.

Casa Catalina

Acquired in 2011 – Described by one tour 
guide to the Costa Blanca as a “Tiny Palacio” 

this small ‘Cottage Ornée’ is believed to have been 
built around 1900 as a retreat cottage for a wealthy 
lady from Alicante. Originally landscaped with bancals 
descending to the ravine, it fell into disrepair and is 
now ripe for renovation. It is divided from the Valero 
land by a public footpath.

Huerto Valero

Acquired in 2001. A series of bancals 
on the flanks of the village acropolis, it 

comprises an orange grove, a lemon grove and an 
olive grove, plus bay and carob trees. The olive grove 
comprises some dozen ancient trees plus seventy 
or so younger trees planted around 2007. There 
are annual olive gathering sessions for visitors with 
harvests resulting in 100 litres or so of extra-virgin 
olive oil. The ruins of the original Moorish farmhouse 
remain, offering potential for redevelopment as a 
country house.
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Essential information

Proprietors: Christopher North & Maria-
Luisa Lillo Verdu in residence.

Original Building: 18th/19th Century olive press

Rebuilt : 2000-2002

Completion date: 8/2/2002

Architect: Ruben Almecija Furio – 
Alicante

Designated and accredited ‘Casa Rural’

Location: Carrer Mare de Deu del Miracle, 
69

Original Building: 18th Century 3-storey village 
house

Acquired : 2003

Supervised 
restoration 
completed:

Spring 2004

Designated and accredited ‘Casa Rural’
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Terrain and Ruined Farmhouse 
Huerta Valero

Dimensions

Casita ‘Casa Catalina’

Acquired in 2002 Land in bancals 
with olive and citrus 
groves.

Acquired in 2010 Small cottage and land ripe for 
restoration.

Built Land

Almassera Vella: 460sm 2,383 sm

Mare de Deu 69: 203 sm 69 sm

Built Land

Huerto Valero: Potential 
350sm

13,492 sm

Casa Catalina: 60sm 1,341 sm
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▶  5 double bedrooms

▶  2 en suite bathrooms

▶  1 en suite shower room

▶  1 additional shower 
room

▶  2 cloakrooms

▶  1 Office/despacho

▶  Open salle d’estar with 
fire opening

▶  Loggia

▶  Dining room

▶  Sitting room with horno/
log fire

▶  Kitchen with dining area

▶  Larder room and 
storeroom

▶  Scullery

▶  Single integral garage 
plus one parking space

Almàssera VellaAccommodation
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▶  3 double bedrooms

▶  3 shower rooms

▶  1 en suite shower room

▶  1  salle d’estar with 
dining area with 
horno/log fire

▶  1 Kitchen

Mare de Deu 69: Cottage
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▶  1 double bedroom

▶  1 single bedroom

▶  1 shower room

▶  1  salle d’estar with 
horno/log fire

▶  1 Kitchen

Casita / Flat
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